
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFLICT and CHURCH COMMUNITY 
A Bible Framework, aligned with Biblical Polity. 

 
WHY? 

THE ENEMY.   
WOULDN’T YOU?? 

MY APPEAL. 

 

 
ANDREW PETERSON - I Want to Say I’m Sorry.  The Burning Edge of the Dawn 
 
Well, I want to say I'm sorry but I don't know how 
But I'm sorry, I'm so sorry now 
I said some words to you I wish I never said 
I know words can kill 'cause something's dead 
 
And now my heart is like a catacomb 
And I'm praying we can find a way to raise these 
bones 
Again, oh, again 
 
Well, I want to say I'm sorry but it's not enough 
To close the wounds I opened up 
So now I've got this sorrow and you've got that hurt 
And we can't go back to who we were 

 
Oh, but could that mean I'm someone new 
Maybe I can love you better than I failed to do 
Before the war 
 
They'll tell you everything was beautiful and pure 
But there was poison in the well from years before 
And now I'm cleaning up this wreckage on the shore 
And I don't want to fight with you no more 
 
So I want to say I'm sorry that I drew the line 
I built the wall, the fault is mine 
And maybe now the only way to find some peace 
Is just to give it time and trust in grace 

So this is my communion hymn 
I want to sit beside you at the feast, my friend 
Again, again and again 
And again 

 
 
Matthew 5.9  PEACEMAKING.  KINGDOM. 
 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 



WAIT.  More than that… 
 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philippians 4.2-9 – PEACE.  MIND. 
2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help 
these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of 
my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these 
things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 5.21-26 YEAH BUT…  
ANGER AND RAGE 
 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be 
liable to the hell[e] of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are 
going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23257e


Matthew 5.38-42  OPTIONS… FORBEARANCE.  
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not 
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if 
anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who 
would borrow from you.  
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 7.1-6  STRUGGLING HERE … JUDGING. 
“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with 
the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, 
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the 
speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 18.21-35  FORGIVENESS.  DEBT. 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven 
times. 
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave 
him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii,  and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow 
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his 
debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart.” 
 
 
 
 



James 3.1-18  POWER.  WORDS. 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged 
with greater strictness. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so 
that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large 
and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 
directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. 
The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of 
life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed 
and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers,  these things ought not 
to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, 
my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 
 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast 
and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace. 
 
 
 

 

 

James 4.1-12  PASSIONS. 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 
within you?  2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people!  Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.  The one who speaks against a brother or judges his 
brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 
law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who 
are you to judge your neighbor? 
 



Matthew 18.15-20 PROCESS. 
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that 
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PCA Book of Church Order. 
(Hebrews.  Acts 15.  Exodus 6. 1 Corinthians 5) 
 
BCO 57.5 VOWS. 
 
(All of) you being here present to make a public profession of faith, are to assent to the following 
declarations and promises, by which you enter into a solemn covenant with God and His Church.  
 

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, 
and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?  

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do you 
receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?  

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you 
will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?  

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 
5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to study 

its purity and peace? 
 
 
  



DISCIPLINE. 
 
27-2. All baptized persons, being members of the Church are subject to its discipline and entitled to the 
benefits thereof.  
 
27-3. The exercise of discipline is highly important and necessary. In its proper usage discipline maintains:  
 

a. the glory of God,  
b. the purity of His Church,  
c. the keeping and reclaiming of disobedient sinners.  
 

Discipline is for the purpose of godliness (1 Timothy 4:7); therefore, it demands a self-examination under 
Scripture. Its ends, so far as it involves judicial action, are the rebuke of offenses, the removal of scandal, 
the vindication of the honor of Christ, the promotion of the purity and general edification of the Church, 
and the spiritual good of offenders themselves. 

 
27-4. The power which Christ has given the Church is for building up, and not for destruction. It is to be 
exercised as under a dispensation of mercy and not of wrath. As in the preaching of the Word the wicked 
are doctrinally separated from the good, so by discipline the Church authoritatively separates between 
the holy and the profane. In this it acts the part of a tender mother, correcting her children for their good, 
that every one of them may be presented faultless in the day of the Lord Jesus. Discipline is systematic 
training under the authority of God’s Scripture. No communing or non-communing member of the 
Church should be allowed to stray from the Scripture’s discipline.  
Therefore, teaching elders must:  

a. instruct the officers in discipline,  
b. instruct the congregation in discipline,  
c. jointly practice it in the context of the congregation and church courts. 

 
27-5. Scriptural law is the basis of all discipline because it is the revelation of God’s Holy will.  
Proper disciplinary principles are set forth in the Scriptures and must be followed. They are:  

a. Instruction in the Word; 
b. Individual’s responsibility to admonish one another (Matthew 18:15, Galatians 6:1);  
c. If the admonition is rejected, then the calling of one or more witnesses (Matthew 18:16);  
d. If rejection persists, then the Church must act through her court unto admonition, suspension, 

excommunication and deposition (See BCO 29 and 30 for further explanation).  
 
Steps (a) through (d) must be followed in proper order for the exercise of discipline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


